
      

 
PhD Studentship Grants 2021 

Call and Guidelines 

 
 
Action on Hearing Loss funds research into hearing loss and tinnitus, to speed up the discovery 

and development of new medical treatments to protect and restore hearing and silence tinnitus. 

 

Through our PhD Studentship Grants, we aim to encourage the best students to become 

involved in hearing and tinnitus research in the UK.  

 

This year, we are working with the British Tinnitus Association to co-fund research that will 

increase our understanding of the causes of tinnitus, improve its diagnosis, or advance the 

development of effective treatments. 

 

One of the PhD Studentship Grants in this round will be funded by the Masonic Charitable 

Foundation, and known as the Action on Hearing Loss/Masonic Charitable Foundation 

Studentship Award.  

 

Why encouraging research into tinnitus is important 

 

Around 10–15% of adults have tinnitus – a ringing, hissing, roaring or any other sound in one or 

both ears or in the head, which has no external source. It has a number of possible causes, but 

is most frequently associated with exposure to loud sounds that damage the ear and ultimately 

cause changes to the brain. 

 

In the UK alone, 7.1 million people – around one in eight – have tinnitus. For 600,000 of these 

people, tinnitus causes serious anxiety and stress, in some cases leading to depression and 

sleep disorders.  

 

Tinnitus is also one of the major disabilities reported by military veterans exposed to explosions 

and artillery fire. 

 

In spite of this, there are no cures for tinnitus. There are ways to manage it, but these methods 

do not work for everyone who tries them.  

 

Part of the difficulty in developing effective treatments for tinnitus stems from our lack of a 

complete understanding of the causes of tinnitus, or the mechanisms that underlie its 

development and maintenance. We also lack robust methods to measure tinnitus, whether in 

humans or in animals, and there are questions over the relevance and accuracy of existing 

animal models of tinnitus in replicating the human condition. 

 

There is therefore an urgent need for more research into tinnitus, to increase our understanding, 

to develop better laboratory models and to improve how it is measured and monitored, so that 

effective treatments can be developed and robustly tested. 

 



We therefore request research projects in the following areas: 

 

1) Research to underpin the development of treatments for hearing disorders, 

including tinnitus 

 

Any research that underpins the development of treatments, including but not limited to 

medical devices, pharmacological treatments, genetic or cellular therapies, will be 

considered under this category. 

 

Treatments should aim to prevent hearing loss, restore auditory function or silence 

tinnitus. 

 

Examples of research topics included in this category: 

 identifying the causes of hearing loss, including central auditory processing 

disorders 

 improving understanding of the molecular and/or cellular changes associated 

with different types of hearing  disorders 

 improving the interface between a cochlear implant and the auditory nerve 

 catalysing the development of novel medical devices to aid or restore auditory 

function 

 contributing towards the development of therapies to prevent loss of auditory 

function 

 identifying biological pathways that could be targeted to trigger the regeneration 

of damaged cell types in the auditory system 

 advancing drug or gene-based approaches to restore hearing function or trigger 

cell regeneration  

 advancing cell-based therapies to repair damage to the auditory system 

 identifying the causes of tinnitus 

 improving understanding of the biological basis of tinnitus 

 contributing towards the development of treatments to silence or alleviate tinnitus 

 

2) Research to improve how new treatments for hearing loss and tinnitus are 

developed and tested 

 

Any research that improves how new treatments are developed or tested is encouraged 

under this category.  

 

Improving measurement of auditory function or tinnitus 

  

Research to improve how hearing or tinnitus is measured or monitored: 

 to improve diagnosis or prognosis  

 to identify the type and location of damage underlying a person’s hearing 

difficulty or tinnitus 

 to provide new and robust measures for use as clinical trial endpoints to 

evaluate interventions  

 to allow for patient stratification into clinical trials 

 to help select the most appropriate treatment  

 



Such measures include, but are not limited to, genetic, physiological, or behavioural 

approaches. 

 

Developing models of human hearing disorders, including tinnitus  

 

Research to develop models of human hearing disorders, including tinnitus, to allow for 

robust pre-clinical validation of treatments: 

 in vivo animal models  

 in vitro animal or human cellular models 

 computer models of human hearing loss or tinnitus  

 

All tinnitus projects will be considered for joint funding with the British Tinnitus 

Association. 

 

Deadline for Applications: 26 March 2020 

 

Application procedure:  

 

 Applicants should complete the PhD Application Form, following all instructions carefully. 

Please do not alter the document protection as this will prevent extraction of the information 

from the application. 

 Applications must be submitted by the potential supervisor. It is not essential to include a 

named student at the time of application. However, the PhD Student CV Form must be 

completed and submitted once a suitable student has been recruited. The award will only be 

made if Action on Hearing Loss is satisfied that a suitable student has been recruited. 

 We encourage applications for co-funded PhD studentships. The application must describe 

the source (or expected source) of the remaining funding. This may be from the host institute 

or an external partner (i.e. another funding body, charity or company).  

 Completed applications should be emailed as a single attached MS Word document (not 

exceeding 5Mb and with a filename in the format of  SurnameApplicant1_PhD21.doc e.g., 

Robinson_PhD21.doc) to: PhD@hearingloss.org.uk 

 

 All applications must be received on or before: Thursday 26 March 2020 

 

For further details: 

 

Tel/Textphone:  +44(0) 20 3227 6159  

E-mail:    PhD@hearingloss.org.uk 

Web:     www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/researchfunding  

 

Deadlines 

Full applications:  26 March 2020 

Final decision:   July 2020 

 

A summary of our current terms and conditions is included on our website for your reference – 

please note that these are subject to change. 

 

mailto:PhD@hearingloss.org.uk
http://www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/researchfunding
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About the award 
 
Aim 
It is hoped that students will continue to make a valuable contribution towards improving the 
lives of people with hearing loss or tinnitus through research after completing their PhD. PhD 
projects must be designed with the aim of bringing tangible new benefits closer for people who 
are deaf, have hearing loss or tinnitus. 

 
Assessment 

 Each application will be peer reviewed by at least two experts in the field. 

 These reviews and the original proposals are then considered by our PhD Review Panel. 
The panel members discuss and rate each proposal against the aims of the PhD Studentship 
scheme.  

 The top proposals are then put forward to Action on Hearing Loss for funding. 

 Successful applicants will be notified of intention to offer funding in July 2020. 
 
Eligibility 
Supervisors and students must be based at recognised British universities or research 
institutes. 
 
Grant 
The Grant will be paid to the university, which will administer it in accordance with its usual 
procedures. The level of funding for PhD Studentships commencing in 2021 will be: 
 

Item  Year 1 (£) Year 2 (£) Year 3 (£) 

Student stipend London 17,000 17,500 18,000 

 Outside London 15,500 16,000 16,500 

University / College fees, conference 
& training allowance, consumables 

9,000 9,000 9,000 

Total London 26,000 26,500 27,000 

 Outside London 24,500 25,000 25,500 

 
 
Duration 
Continuation of funding each year will be conditional on evidence of satisfactory progress (see 
progress monitoring, below). Funding will be for the agreed duration only. 
 
Reporting 
Supervisors will submit a short interim report detailing progress to date and future plans 
annually. A final report, giving a summary of the overall findings and future plans of the student, 
will be submitted following completion of the project. Students will be obliged to attend up to one 
or two events organised by Action on Hearing Loss. Suitable notice will be given. 
 
Progress monitoring 
If the university’s system for monitoring student and project progress differs from the standard 
requirements detailed below, Action on Hearing Loss staff and the individual supervisor should 
discuss how to proceed in each case. 
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Student monitoring standard requirements 

A full first year report will be the basis of an oral examination at the host university by two 
appropriate members of staff (at Lecturer level or more senior) nominated by the supervisor. 
The examiners will subsequently recommend that the student either completes the PhD training, 
or conducts no further research and submits the project as an MSc (if allowable by the 
university). Copies of the examiners’ reports including their final recommendation, plus any 
comments from the supervisor, should be submitted to Action on Hearing Loss within one month 
of completion of this confirmation review. 
 
Supervision and mentoring 
The supervisor will actively manage and supervise the student and research project.  
The student should be allocated a mentor to act as an additional source of objective advice for 
the student. The mentor should be based at a different department or work in a different 
discipline to the student but have experience of supervising graduate students. The student 
should have regular access to the mentor (at least 4 times per year).  


